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Hon. P. Collier: We sghould send the
Sergeant-at-Arms over too.
Mr. ROBINSOX: We bave had fire

brand meetings in the Town Hall where
people have talked about secession, cutting
the painter, breaking the links and other
rubbish of the kind, but we bave never put
forward in our Parliament any good reasons
to demonstrate why we are being badly
treated. They are bound to listen to us in
the Eastern States if we put up a good case.
Qf course, as the Premier tells us, he and
other Premiers of this State have gone over
to Melbourne and talked with the Premiers
of the other States round the table for half
an hour or an hour, and then adjourned, and
nothing ever comes of it.

The Prmier:
gideration.

Mr. ROBINSON: Some consideration,
but not mueh. We want to make, every man
and every woman and every child in Western
Austrolia wants to make, such a fuss about
our legitimate grievances that Australia will
ring with them; and then there will be a
chan¢e of getting matters put straight. We
know that if in one of our towns something
goes wrong the member concerned is stirred
up, and he contes here and makes such a fuss
that the matter is put straight. Or if a civil
gervant comsiders he las been wrongly dis-
missed, we spend hourg—m

The Minister for Works: More like days.

Mr. ROBIXSON:—discussing his case,
and even give him a Royal Commission. But
here is something that affeets our national
life, and nobody makes a fuss about it, T
agree with the motion, but I hope the Pre-
mier will give us proper notice so that we
may all have an opportunity of coming pre-
pared to have a field day on this subject.

Oh, yes; we have got con-

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T, P.
Draper—West Perth) [10.17]: T should not
have spoken in this debate but for the re-
marks of the last speaker. Personally, I
deprecate anything in the nature of a gen-
eral fuss by the people all over the State,
This matter is one which requires much more
carcful consideration than that, If we are
going to do any good with any convention
or with the Federal Ministers as regards get-
ting what we consider to be our due from
the revenue derived by the Commonwealth
through the Customs, it will certainly not be
by any general agitation. It ean only be
dene, and I think it should be dJdone, by
means of a proper, logical statement, care-
fully prepared with facts and well considered
reasons. That is the only way in which we
can approarh a body like the Commonwealth,
The Federal Parliament will not listen to
fuss, or to what one man may say in one
place and another man in another place. But
the Commonwealth will tisten if we show
good and reasonable grounds for our eon-
tention that we have not received our Jue,

Mr. Robinson: I want no more than that.

Hon. P. Collier: A solid debate in this
House conld not be called a fuss,
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I {do mnot
call what may be said in this House a fuss;
certainly not. In considering our relations
with the Commonwealth, the fact should be
borne in mind that we in Western Australia,
A popuiation of about 300,000 souls, are re-
spongible for the ddevelopment of a third of
the continent of Australia. True, we are de-
veloping it for ourselves; but we are also
developing this third equally for the benefit

£ the whole of the Commonwealth. This is
a faet to which the Commonwealth must
give due consideration. Further let me say
that I am not an advocate of publishing our
case broadeast three or four months prior to
its being laid before the Federal Govern-
ment. The proper method is to submit one’s
casc and allow & reasonable time to answer
it, but not six months or twelve months; for
many of our ecritics in the Eastern States
may be only too glad to pick any hole they
possibly can in any case that we may put
up.

On motion by Mr. Troy, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.20 p.m.

Regislative Council,
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—CARNARVON HOSPITAL,
BTAFF.

Hon, J. W, HICKEY asked the Minister
for Education: Ts he aware that a Mrs.
Mitchell was employed as a cook at the
Carnarvon Govermment Hospital at a salary
of £8 8s. per wmonth, and that she was dis-
missed because she refused to do the wash-
ing for the institution in addition to her other
duties?

The
replied :
gister as Cook-Laundress,
paid for month of Angust £8 6s.

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
Mrs, Mitchell shows on Salary Re-
Carnarvon, and
8d. at
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rate of £100 per annum. This information
was received from Carnarvon on August pay-
sheet. No notification has heen received from
the Distriet Medieal Officer, Carnarvon, that
Mrs, Mitchell has been dismissed.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING,
1, Supply (No. 2) £350,000,
2, Carriers,
Passed.

BILLS (2)—REPORT ADOPTED.
1, Stallions’ Registration,
2, Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,

BILL—CORONERS.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—TEast) [4.35]: This
is a B!l which T think will be welcomed not
only by all scetions of this House but by all
sections of the community. The present leg-
jalation dealing with the coroners’ inquests
is somewhat antiquated. The parent Aet
was passed in 1856, and its most important
provisions were that every justice of the
peace should be a coroncr ex-officio, and that
juries of not less than three, nor more than
six persons might be summoned to inquire
into the cause or eauses of any death or casu-
alty within the jurisdiction of the coronmer.
In 1863 this Aet was amended in certain
minor particulars. Prior to the amendment
there was no power to hold inquiries on Sun-
days and it was rccognised that, with the
climatic conditions of Australia such as they
are, the matter of holding these inguiries
should be left open, as it might be necessary
for a body to be viewed and the inquest
opencd immediately no matter what day it
might be. So the Act of 1863 provided that
inquests might be opened on Sundays. Tt
also gave a coromer or a justice of the peace
acting as a coroner, power not previously
provided, to eompel the serving of jurora and
the attendance of witnesses. Tt also set out
that inquests should not be quashed on ae-
count of technical defects. That is the most
recent legislation in this State dealing with
coroners’ inquests. Thus we have the parent
Act of 1856, amended in minor partieulars
by the Act of 1863. There can be no question
but that justices of the peace, acting as they
do in a purcly honorary eapacity, have ren-
dered important services to the State al'zd the
public by holding inquests often in circum-
stances of a most painful and distressing
kind. This Bill is not intended in any sense
as a refleetion upon justices whose valuable
work is fully recognised. At the same time, it
has been felt—and it has bheen the subiect
of public comment and Press eriticism— that

the time has now arrived when this
important matter of inquiring into a
death which may have been sudden,

[COUNCIL,]

violent, or apparently not natural, should
be investignted by some person having
peeuliar  qualifications for the position.
The chief purposes of the present Rill are
to alter the condition of affairs, in which
every justice of the peace is ex officio a
coroner and entitle? to hold inquests; to
provide for the appointment of coroners and
deputy ecoroners; for the removal, if neces-
sary, of such coroners and deputy coroners;

and for making regulations respecting
the doty and remnneration of such
coroners  or deputy coroncrs. It is mnot

intended to exelude justices of the peare
from acting as coroners, but they will enly
be eligible to act as coroners when appointel
for the purpese by the Attorney Genmeral,
The practice at the present time is for the
police officer in charge of the locality where
a body may have been discovered or where
it may be eonsidered necessary to hold an
inquiry inte the cireumstances of a death,
to call upon any justice of the peace to held
an inguest. Under the new measure, the
resident magistrate or justice of the peace
may sit as a coroner but only if arined with
the authority of the Attorney General
to act as a deputy coroner, In the
meiropolitan aren, for instanee, the prae-
tice wonder the new Act, no doubt,
will be for the Gavernment to appeint
some suitable person gas coroner, and,
so far as practicable, the whole of the in-
quiries there, and perhaps over a much wider
area, will he held hy that man whe will pos-
sess peculiar gualifieations for the post. TIn
other States, 1t has been the practice for
dectors te he coroners, nnd that may or may
not be followed here; hut it is intended that
the oftice of coroner shall be filled by a per-
gen having, as I say, peculiar qualificationa
for the post. In other parts of the State
magistrates or justices of the peace who may
he considered to have those speecial qualifica-
tions for the work will be appointed as
deputy coroners and will hold inquiries. Tn
addition to the two Acts T have referred to
regarding inquests on sudden, violent, or ap-
parently unnatural deaths, there are three
other Acts relating to inquiries. There is
the Tire Tnquiry Act of 1857, the Coal Mines
Regulation Act of 1902, fection 49 of which
deals with the holding of inquests, and See-
tion 35 of the Mines Regulation Act of 1906.
The whele of these provisions have been em-
bodied in the Bill now hefore the House, so
we shall have, within the four corners of one
measure, all matters relating to coronial in-
quests, whether in the case of death or fire.
The Bill is based very largely upon the pre-
sent Imperial Act, and other Aects that have
been drawn upon hy the Attorney General
in drafting the Bill are the Vietorian Act of
1915, the New South Wales Aet of 1912, and
the Tasmanian Aet of 1913. The purpose of
the Attorney General in framing this Bil
has heen to embody the best legisglation re-
garding this matter in the other parts of the
Commonwealth, and to take from these Arts
which I have referred to just what is con-
midered applicable to the conditions in West-
ern Australia. Amnother important amend-
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ment of the existing law is that it confers
upon the coroner power to hold inquiries
without a jury. This is at the present time
the law in Vietoria, I have attended cor-
oners’ inquests, have been on juries and have
myself acted as a coroner. Most of us will
agree that in a preat many instances it is
entirely wvnnceessary to have a jury. The
coroner could just as readily arrive at the
faets by himself. DBut whether or not a jury
should be summoned is not left entirely to
the diserction of the coroner. In the case of
au inquest on the body of a person whose
death has been camsed by an explosion or
accident in or akout a mine to which the
Mines Regulation Aet or the Coal MMines
Regulation Act applies, a jury must be sum-
moned. The diseretion of the coroner does
not apply in cases of that kind. In any
special case in which the Attorney General
directs that a jury shall be summoned, the
coroncr must summon a jury. Again, where
a request is made for a jury in writing by
any rclative of the deceased person, or by
any person knowing the eircumstances lead-
ing up to the death of the deceased, the
eoroner has no option, but must summon a
jury. And in addition to those cases in
which he is compelled to summon a jury, he
may summon a jury in any case in which he
consitlers it necessary. Where a jury is
summoned, the number of the jury is fixed at
three. As 2 matter of practice zll our eor-
orera’ inguests held before juries have been
held before juries of three. Provision is
also made that in certain cases in which the
coroner does not consider a view of the body
necessary, that formality may be dispensed
with; but if the coroner does not consider
a view of the body necessary, it is still open
to anyone to wobtain an order from the Su-
preme Court for a view of the body. This
provision is taken from the Vietorian Act.
When the Bill was introdueed in another
place it contained a provision taken from
the Tasmanian Aet, that when an inguest
iz held touehing the death of an infant in
the care of a person licensed under the State
Children Aet, the ecoroner shoull inquire,
nuot only inte the immediate caunse of death,
but alse into all e¢ircumstances of treat-
ment and condition of the infant during life.
In Committee in another place the words re-
ferring to the care of a person licensed under
the State .Children Act were struck omt,
thereby making this provision applieable in
all cases of inquests on infants, But a
further amendment was made ¢hunging the
word ‘‘shall’’ w0 ‘“may.’’ So under the
Tasmanian Act, and as the Bill was intro-
duced in another place, it was mandatory
on the corcner or the jury to inquire, in
certain cases of deaths of infants, into the
eireumstances of the treatment and condi-
tion of the infant during life; whereas
under the Bill as we have now to consider
it, it is put before the coroner and jury as
one of the things they may do in all cases
of inquests into deaths of infants. I think
it is a valuable provision and one likely to
aid in the protection of infant life.
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Hon. J. Nicholzgon: Which clause is that?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Clavse 11, Subclause 5. Provision is madn
in the Bill under which a coroner may order
a post-mortem examination of the body of
the deceased with or without amalysis of
the contents of stomach and intestines
That provision, which iz contained in ('lause
34, is followed by this proviso:—

Provided that if it appears to the
coroner that the death of the deccased
was probably caused partly or entirely by
the improper or negligent treatment of a
medical practitioner or other person, such
praetitioner or other person sball not be
allowed to perform or assist at any such
post moriem examination or analysis,
although he shall in every such case be
allowed to be present thereat,

An interecting provision is that contained
in Claunge 21, under which the verdict of
felo de se is abolished.

Hon. I, Nicholson: A very good thing too.

The MINISTER TF'OR EDUCATION: I
ut derstand that verdicts of that kind made
it compulsury that the body should be
buried at four cross roads with a stake
pussed turough it, and that the swhole of the
property nf the deceascd thould he ferfeited
to the Crown, Angther provision in the
same clanse provides that it shall not be
lawful for a coroner, or any other persoo
whomsoever, to forbid the rights of
Christian burial at the interment of anyv
person whe has committed suicide or died
by his own aget. 1 confess that, on first
rending that clanse, T wondered whether it
was necessary; but I am assured that with-
ont the provision it might he possible for
a coroner to forbid the rights of Christian
burial in ihe case of a suicide. The nvext
sueceeding clause makes it unlawful for any
coroher or coroner’s jury to find any for-
feiture of any chattel which may have
moved to or caused the death of the
deceased. For the information of membera
intarcsted in mining, I point out that {Tause
25 deals with fatal mining accidents and
$0 a very large extent takes the place of
Section 35 of the Mines Regulation Act.
In another place an amendment was
inserted in Subclause 2 giving the work-
men’s inspector the right to he present at
an inquest to examine witnesges and to
clicit evidence relative to the canse of
death. Clause 26 deals with inquests on
deaths from aceidents in coal mines. {lause
31 refers to inguests om deaths from ex-
plosion or neceident in or about a mine.
These three clauses cover provisicns taken
from the Mines Regulution Act and from
the Coal Mines Regulation Act, avd de not
materially alter the existing law. Provi.
gion is made that if a jury fail to agres
after six hours of deliberation, they may
be discharged and a fresh jury empanelled,
I do not think there is any provision in the
Bill which is in any way unusual, or which
amends the existing practice. It is a Bill
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for carefu)l consideration in Committee.
Having briefly outlined iils leading prin-
ciples, indeed all of its principles which ean
be said to be novel or in any way depart
from the existing practice, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. R. G. Ardagh, debate
adjourned.

BILL—BUILDING SOCIETIES,
In Committee.

Bon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause ¢—Purpose for which soeieties may
be established:

Hon: J. DUFFELL: On the second read-
ing the Minister said that he would get in-
formation on two points which T then raised,
namely, building societies being permitted to
lend on leasehold propertics and also om
vacant land.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T do
not know that I can offer any information.
It is purely a matter of opinion. It is not
eongidered essential that building socicties
should have only freehold security. It is
for the societies themselves to protect their
gecurities. There may be circumstances in
which it is considered quite safe to advance
on leasehold, If the Committec ia of opinion
that building societies should be restricted
in the matter of seeurity, it is for the Com-

mittee to say so.
Hon, T. DUFFELL: The Minister’s reply
is not satisfactory. The Bill has heen

framed to protect the investing public. 1n
view of this, it is not fair that we ghould
present the societies with a blank cheque.
Some limitation should be placed upon the
tenure of leaschold on which money may be
lent. Unleas that is done, a soeiety may he
tempted to lend money on a leasehold which
has only three years to run.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon., member has now raised an entirely dif-
ferent issue. I took the precaution of having
amendments prepared which would meet the
ease if the Commiitee determined that it was
undesirable to permit huilding societies to
lend money on leaschold, or on vaeant land,
but T did not econtemplate the confining of
Ioans on leaseholds to leaseholds having stilt
a certain period to run. If it iz thought
necessary to limit building societies in this
way, and the hon. memher can persvade the
Committee to take thiz view, it will be an
easy matter to draft an amendment to mect
the ease. The Solicitor General thinks it in-
advisable to confine the operations of build-
ing societies to freehold property, or to in-
terfere with the previous practice. It has
been left to the discretion of building
societies to make advances upon what are
considered to be good securities.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It would be inad-
visable to restrict building soecieties in their
operations in this way. For instance, it is
neeessary that the fullest measure of assist-
ance should be given to holders of condi-
tional purchase land. The directors of these
societies are presumably endowed with some
degree of common sense, and would not be so
foolish as to lend money on securities which
were inadequate. Under the Trustees .Act
certain limitations are imposed in regard to
the lending of money, and the dircetors of
these soecieties would come within that law,

Hon, J. DUFFELL: This Bill will be in
operation in normal as well as abnormal
times, There have been Australian boeom
periods when boards of dircctors have com-
mitted acts of foolishness. It is to prevent
the recurrence of that sort of thing that I
am aiming at an amendment to restriet the
lending of money on leasehold property.

Hon, T. Maoore: Why leasehold property?

Horn. J. DUFFELL: A person only holds
leasehold land for a certain period. It has
been pointed out to me by cne of the im-
portant societies in Perth that some pro-
tection in this way is desirable. If the
Minister for Education will move to report
progress I will endeavour by Tuesday next
to bring up an amendment which will meet
the case,

The Minister for Education: You have had
the Bill before you for a week.

Hon, J, DUFFELL: When I brought the
matter up before, the Minister for Educa-
tion said he was prepared to reply to the
queries raised by me, but he has not done so.
Apparcunily he has been too buay to get the
information I require in regard to the grant-
ing of protection in respect to freehold pro-
perty.

Hou. A. J. H, BAW: It seems to me Mr.
Duffell wishes to prevent rogues of directors
from making duocks and drakes of the share-
holders' money on leasehold property. If
the directors are rogues there is nothing
to prevent them from making ducks and
drakes of the money on freehold property.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
take exception to Mr, Duffell’s remark that
I have been too busy to obtair the informa-
tion he asked for. I told him that when this
matter came up I would put the position
before the Committee as it is, and I bhave
done so.

Hen, J. Duffell: You have not given me
the infarmation.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: L
have told the hon. member what the Soliciter
General says. If Mr. Duffell wishes to move
an amendment, and does not know the exact
form of it, if he will embody the principle
that he requires in his amendment it can be
put into any form that he likes. I must op-
pose the amendment he wishes to submit, be-
cause there i3 no necessity for it.

Clause put and passed.
(Mauses 5 to 183—agreed to,
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Clause 19—Prohibifion
second mortgages:

fion. J. J. HOLMES: What is the neces-
. gity for the proviso in this clause? It ap-
pears that existing socicties are to be
allowed to continue making advances on
sveond mortgages, but that any new society
is nyt to be ailowed to do this. This would
seem to he ereating a monopoly. 1f it is
wrong tor a new society to embark uapon
this sort of business, it must be wrong for
existing socicties to carry on in this way.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Bill as introduced in another place did not
contain this provision. [t is considered un-
desirable as a matter of principle tor build-
ing societies to advanece money on second
mortgages. It was pointed out in ancther
place that one particular building society
had been in the habit of advancing money
ou sceond mortgages, and this proviso was
put in so that their position should not be
prejudiced.

Houn. J. J. HOLMES: I shall vote against
the inclusion of this proviso in the elause.
Lp is peeuliar that, becanse a building so-
<iety is earrying on what is considered to be
unsound business, it should be allowed to
continue merely beeause it is in existence
to-day, while any new society would not be
allowed to do this.

of advances on

{ Hou. W. Kingsmill took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is a good deal in the argument put
forward by the hor. member. I am not satis-
fied in my own mind as te what should be
the proper course. It seems to me that it
wonld be improper to penalise any society
which, before this Bill beeame law, had
heen acting bona fide in aceordance with
their rules, or to make illegal any aet of
theirs under this heading. It is open to
contention thai the proviso instead of pro-
tecting these societies should protect that
which they have dene in the past.

Hon, .J, Cornell: Put them all on a level
for the future.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That
argument is worthy of consideration. I am
sure Mr, Holmes does not wish to prejudice
existing societies which have been carrying
on their business in this way in a bona fide
manner,  Mis point is that an existing so-
ciety in respect to its future operations
should not continue to enjoy privileges which
may he formed after the passing of this
Bill.

Hon. J. Duffell: TIs that to say that a
. society lending money on second mortgage
cannot continue in that line of buginess?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
if the clause is put in that form, In regard
to future operations they would come under
the same provisions as any new soejety.

Hon...J. DUFFELL: That is not the in-
formation that has been given to me, Tt ap-
pears that this clauge applies directly to one
particular building society in Perth, wiose

[38]
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chief business is to lend its money on second
morigages, It is the intention of thus so-
cicty to eountinue doing this,

The Minister for Education: The clause
is dratted to allow the society to do se,

Hon, .J. DUKFFELL: The provise i3 put
in to prevent anyone else from operating in
this way.

Hon, 1. J. HOLMES: My point is that
another place considered that this was a clage
of business that a bupilding society should -
not be allowed to conduet. I do not propose
to intorfere with anything a  particular
society has dJdone, but we should strike out
the proviso so as to prevent that society
from doing any further business which is not
considered sound business for a building
soeiety. T move an amendment—

That the proviso be struck out,

Hon, A, J, H, Saw: I would like $0 move
an amendment to the provise. .

lon., J. .J. Holmes: Perhaps I may be
allowed te withdraw my amendment until we
have heard that of the hon. member.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
does uot like Dr, 8aw’s amendment he can-
not then move again for the deletion of the
proviso.

The Minister for Edneation: Dr. Saw may
suggest an amendment by which the proviso
may he made acceptable.

Hon, .A, J, H. S8AW:
wonld be as follows—

That all words after ““any,’’ in the firat
line, be struck out, and the following
words inserted:—*‘advance on second
mortgage already existing,'’

The proviso would then read—

Provided also that this section shall not
apply to any advanee on second morigage
already existing.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The commitments
ajready entered into must be honoured. We
cannot have two classes of bnilding socicties
in the State. The eclause is for the pro-
feetion, benchit, and continuity of one so-
ciety, We cannot legislate for one in the
wav of curtailment and legislate for an-
other hy way of protection. 1 am going to
vote in the direction of honouring commit-
ments,

Hon, A. SBANDERSON: Would it not as-
sist us if the leader of the House eould in-
form us what procedure iy adopted with re-
gard to the building societies elsewhere?
This question wmust have already been
thrashed out.

Hon. J. J. Tlolmes: The Bill provides that
this soeiety shall continue the practiee and
that no other society ghall.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I would like to
know what the other societies say on the
point.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The point we have
to consider is the usefulness of building
societies to enable small holders to get homes
together. T connnunicated with this particu-
lar society fo learn what the position was.

My amendment
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I was informed that the society earries on
operations in n way which does extend to
its members the greatest possible help by
second mortgage. Members of the society
who have small means are enabled to get to-
gether homes which they otherwise wounld not
be able to do. A member goes to the soeiety
and says, ‘‘I bave a chance to buy this pro-
perty for so mueh.’” The property is in-
spected and valued. Instead of the society
employing the whole of its funds in a few
of ita members’® purchases, the society itself
arranges to get a first mortgage on the
property, and they say, ¢* We can advance the
balance and we will also undertake to give
a guarantee if need be to the first mortgagee
that the momoy will be repaid,’’ thereby as-
suring the purchase of the property. I have
a letter from the society which explains the
matter, Jt reads—

Our system of loaning money is rather
different from that of other societies, in
that we obtain a certain proportion of out-
side money on all our properties on first
mortgage and advance the balance our-
selves on second mortgage. By doing this we
can, of course, settle more of our members
in" their own homes than if we used our
own moncy only, Forinstance,in the first
seven years of our existence we loaned over
£60,000 to our memberd of which we ob-
tained approximately £35,000 outside. As
a matter of fact the method employed by
other societics which practically amounts
to the same thing is as follows: they ad-
vance their own money on first mortgape,
then arrange for large overdrafts on the
seeurity of these mortgages, and in addi-
tion take in deposits. The advantage our
system has is that all our first mortgages
are for definite periods, whereas over-
drafts are at immediate call, our system
therefore being the safer.

When one logks at a seeurity, the first thing
that is said is, *‘I want a first mortgage.’’
But the various sections of the public have
to be eonsidered and not one section only.
We know there are many men who have
only a few pounds of capital and that the
societies are prepared to asgist them to get
a home together. If we strike out the pro-
viso we will deprive these people from ae-
quiting their own homes. That is wrong.

Hon. A, Sandersen: You would strike out
the whole clause?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: T am urging that
the clause he left as it ie. This dociety in
the first place arranges a loan for so much
on first mortgage and they have their own
money they can advance on seecond mortgage,
and the memher pays it off at so mnch per
week or per month.

Hon. J. 7. HOLAMES: T am at a loss to
follow the hon. member. He proposes to
prohibit anyone frem forming a cotipany to
transaet this elass of business. My point
is that the elanse prohibits any other person
or combination of persons from forming a

[COUNOIL.]

company to carry on this class of business,
Under the proviso, the companies in exist-
ence will be allowed to continue the praetice
which may be good or which may be bad.

(fHon. J. Ewing resumed the Chair.]

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The leader of the
House tells us that the second mortgage
system is bad, but Mr. Nicholson says that
there is a company doing this business, and
doing it well, and that it is a soumd and
advantageous method of doing business for
the benefit of members of the society.

Hon. J. J. Helmes: Then why prevent
other people from doing itt

Hon. A, SANDERSON:; If we could
setile the question raised by the leader of
the HHouse and Mr. XNicholson, we could
then decide whether we would permit second
mortgage business in future by a company
which i1n the past has enjoved that right.
I am inclined to agree with the leader of
the House, but | would like to know the
ptocedure in South Australia, If other
States are all against the second mortgase
system, I should support the leader of the
House.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
believe that under the Victorian Aet ad-
vances on the security of second mortgages
are prohibited, but I am not in a position {o
say what the law is in other States. It
must be either right or wrong to allow
building socicties to advance on second
mortgages. If it is wrong, we must protect
what a society has bona fide done up to the
present, but no onc should be allowed to do
it in future. Tf on the other hand it is
right, evervone should be allowed to do it.
I move—

That the further consideration of Clause
19 be postponed until after the considera-
tion of Clause 52.

Motion passed.
Clauses 20, 21—agreed to.

("lause 22—DPower to secure repayment of
borrowed money:

On motion by the Minister for Education

Clause 22 postponed until after the eon-
sideration of postponed Clause 19,

Clanses 23 to 33—agreed to.

Clause 34—Societies to make anpual

andits and statements of funds:

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Does this involve
the Government in any responsibility? Tt
woulidl appear that the secretary makes a
refura fo the Government department, that
the department notes it and there the
matter cnds. Have the Government any
responaibility of any kind?

The Minister for Bducation: Ne.

Hon. A, SANDERSOX: TIs that the usual
method? When people see a statement of
aecounts in a Government paper, the tend-
ency is to attach special weight to it and
to conclude that the Government had satis-
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tied tbhemselves of the accuracy of the
gtatementa,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
has always been the practice for building
and friendly societies to deposit their bal-
ance sheets with the registrar, together
with such information as the Minister may
direct, but this does not involve the Govern-
ment in any responsibility. It is the
practice of the registrar to call attention
to anything which he congiders to be
irregular or wrong. This is designed as an
extra protection te the publie,

Hon, J. Cornell: The registrar is very
strict, too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. If a building society got away with
the money of its members, there would be
no ohligation on the Government; but the
regisirar does his duty thoroughly, and if
anything is wrong, he is very quick to direct
the attention of the society to it.

Hon. A. Sanderson: T do not question
‘that.

Clause put and passed.
Clavses 35 to 52—agreed to.
Progress reported.

-

BILL-—WESTRALIAN MEAT WORKS.
Assembly’s Message,

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil,

Houge adjourned at 5.4%2 p.m.

——————
Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 14th October, 1920,
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1013

QUESTION—OIL LEGISLATION,

Mr, PICKERING agked the Minister for
Mines: 1, When will the Oil Bill, promised.
to the deputatmn that waited upon him, he
introduced? 2, Iz he aware that Suggestlons
have been made to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to declare petroleum a Common-
wealth monopoly in the Empire’s interest?
3, Will he safeguard the interests of the
Stnte by anticipating Commonwealth legis-
lation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Conditions under which prospecting for
oil will be regulated and under which areas
will be provided are to be introduced in
a Bill to amehd the Mining Act, together
with otber necessary amendments, suth =as
to provide better methods of tributing, and
will be brought before the House at an early
date. 2, I am not aware that it is proposed
that the Commonwealth should claim it ag a
monopoly in the sense that only the Com-
monwealth Government would be entitled
to work it. I think this would require
an amendment of the Federal Constitution.
[t has long since been suggested that all
oil should be reserved to the Crown in
urder to protect the interests of the Ilmpire,
and this is not being overlooked in the
draft, This does not impiy that leases will
not be grated but the conditions of work-
ing same sghall be such as serve the best
interests of the Crown and the Empire, par-
ticularly the Navy and the British Mercan-
tile Marine, 3, Answered by No, 2.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT.
Bulk Hanrdling.

Mr. GRITFITHS asked the DPremier: 1,
Will he inform the House when the ncces-
sary legislation will be introduced in re-
gard to the installation of the bulk hand-
Yng of wheat? 2, Is he aware that it is
most imperative to enact the necessary legis-
lation so that ne time may be lost in get-
ting the system working?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, T am informed by the
Chairman of Directors of the Grain Grow-
ers Elevators, Limited, that the company
does not wigh the Bill introduced this ses-
sion. 2, Answered by No. 1.

Marketing, Payments, Guraranices, efe.

Mr. MALEY asgked th2 Premiec: 3, Ts he
aware that harvesting operations have al-
ready commenced in some districts, owing to
the exeeptionally carly season? 2, Tf so, when
jg it intended to introduce the necessary leg-
islation to control the marketing of wheat?
3, What financial arrangements have been
made in regard to pavment wpon delivery of
wheat at sidings for the present harvest? 4,
What amount per bushel is it proposed to ad-
vance, and what date is being fixed to com-
mence taking delivery? 5, What were the



